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SUMMARY

This quarterly report is the 70th in a series concerning safety and environmental protection
matters related to ports and shipping.  Highlights are:

1. The 87th session of the Legal Committee (LEG 87) of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) was held at IMO Headquarters in London from October 13-17, 2003.
Among its significant actions, the LEG: (a) made substantial progress in developing
amendments to the 1988 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety
of Maritime Navigation (SUA Convention); (b) continued work on the draft Wreck Removal
Convention (DWRC); and (c) considered the draft Assembly resolution regarding guidelines
on places of refuge for ships in need of assistance.  (Item 1-C)

2. The 23rd session of the IMO Assembly (A 23) was held at IMO Headquarters in London from
November 24 – December 5, 2003.  Among significant actions taken at A 23 are the
following: (a) elected members to the IMO Council; (b) unanimously adopted an Assembly
resolution on the voluntary IMO Model Audit Scheme; (c) determined that the theme for
World Maritime Day 2004 will focus on maritime security; (d) approved the IMO work
program and adopted the IMO budget for the 2004-2005 biennium; and (e) adopted many
resolutions dealing with such matters as places of refuge for ships, policies and practices to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from ships, guidelines on ship recycling, principles of safe
manning of ships, training and certification and operational procedures for maritime pilots,
and the continuous synopsis record to improve maritime security.  (Item 1-D)

3. The 50th session of the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 50) was
held at IMO Headquarters in London on December 1 and 4, 2003.  MEPC 50 was held to
consider and adopt amendments to Annex I (oil) of the 1973 International Convention for the
Prevention of Pollution from Ships, as modified by the Protocol of 1978, as amended,
(MARPOL 73/78).  The MEPC adopted: (a) amendments to regulation 13G of MARPOL
Annex I to accelerate the phase-out schedule of single-hull tankers; (b) a new regulation 13H
of MARPOL Annex I to ban the carriage of heavy grades of oil on single-hull tankers; and
(c) consequential amendments to the Condition Assessment Scheme (CAS) for detailed
inspection of single-hull tankers.  (Item 1-E)

4. On October 22, 2003, the Coast Guard, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, published a
series of six final rules that adopt, with changes, the series of temporary interim rules
published on July 1, 2003, and that promulgate final maritime security requirements
mandated by the Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002.  The six final rules address:
(a) general regulations for national maritime security; (b) area maritime security; (c) vessel
security; (d) facility security; (e) outer continental shelf (OCS) facility security; and (f) vessel
automatic identification system (AIS) carriage requirements.  (Item 2-C)

5. The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) has issued its Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years
2003-2008.  This Plan provides a blueprint for achieving DOT’s strategic objectives in
safety, mobility, global connectivity, environmental stewardship, and security through safer,
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simpler, and smarter transportation solutions.  The Department’s top priorities are to keep the
traveling public safe, increase their mobility, and ensure that the U.S. transportation system
enables the Nation’s economic growth and development.  (Item 3-C)

6. The Maritime Administration (MARAD), U.S. Department of Transportation, has issued its
Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2003-2008.  MARAD’s mission is to strengthen the U.S.
maritime transportation system – including infrastructure, industry, and labor – to meet the
economic and security needs of the Nation.  The Plan lays out MARAD’s course of action
and accomplishments in three strategic areas: commercial mobility, national security, and
environment.  (Item 2-D)

7. The Coast Guard, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, has issued four Navigation and
Vessel Inspection Circulars (NVICs) regarding guidance for implementing the Coast Guard’s
maritime security regulations mandated by the Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002
and related international requirements.  (Item 3-G)

For further information, contact Mr. Daniel W. Leubecker, Office of Environmental Activities
(MAR-820), Maritime Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation, 400 Seventh Street,
SW, Washington, DC 20590, (telephone: (202) 366-1939, facsimile: (202) 366-6988, electronic
mail: daniel.leubecker@marad.dot.gov).  This report, as well as a number of previously issued
quarterly reports, may be found on three Internet Web Sites as follows:
http://www.marad.dot.gov (under publications); http://www.marad.dot.gov/nmrec (under
environmental information); and http://www.socp.org (highlights and under publications).


